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0 Pecember 1993
48/134. National institutionsfor the promotion and protection of human rights
The General Assembly,

Recalling the relevant resolutions concermagonal institutions fothe protection ar
promotion of human rights, notably its resolutiglig129of 4 December 1986 and 46/:
of 17 December 1991 and Commission on Human Rigistslutions 1987/40f 10 Marct
1987, 1988/72 of 10 March 1988, 1989/627 March 1989, 1990/73 of 7 March 1S
1991/27 of 5 March 1991 and 1992/6#3 March 1992, and taking note of Commis
resolution 1993/55 of 9 March 1993,

Emphasizing the importance of the UniversaclBration of Human Rightsthe
International Covenants on Human Rights and otitermationalnstruments for promotir
respect for and observance of human rights andaimedtal freedoms,

Affirming that priority should be accorded tihe development ofappropriat
arrangements at the national level to ensure tfextefe implementation of internatior
human rights standards,

Convinced of the significant role that ingfibns at the nationdevel can play i
promoting and protecting human rights and fundaaldreedoms and in developing ¢
enhancing public awareness of those rights anddres,

Recognizing that the United Nations can phkaycatalytic role inassisting th
development of national institutions by acting asl@aringhouse for the exchange
information and experience,

Mindful in this regard of the guidelines dretstructure antlinctioning of national ar
local institutions for the promotion and protectioihnhuman rights endorsed by the Gem
Assembly in its resolution 33/46 of 14 December8,97

Welcoming the growing interest shown worldevid the creation anstrengthening «
national institutions, expressed during the Rediddaeting for Africa of the Worlc
Conference on Human Rights, held at Tunis from & fdovember 1992, the Regiol
Meeting for Latin America and the Caribbean, heti®an Jose from 18 to 22 January 1



the Regional Meeting for Asia, held Bangkok from 29 March to 2 April 1993, f
Commonwealth Workshop on Nationdluman Rights Institutions, held at Ottawa fron
September to 2 October 1988d the Workshop for the Asia and Pacific RegiorHomar
Rights Issues, held at Jakarta from 26 to 28 Jgnl@®3, and manifested in the decisions
announced recently by several Member States tdlestanational institutiondor the
promotion and protection of human rights,

Bearing in mind the Vienna Declaration andgPamme of Action, in whickthe Worlc
Conference on Human Rights reaffirmed the imporeamd constructiveole played b
national institutions for the promotion and protectof humarrights, in particular in the
advisory capacity to the competent authoritiesjrthele in remedying human rights
violations, in the dissemination of humanhtg information and in education in hur
rights,

Noting the diverse approaches adopted thrawigthe world for thepromotion an
protection of human rights at the national levehpbasizinghe universality, indivisibilit
and interdependence of all human rights, amgphasizing and recognizing the value of
approaches to promotingniversal respect for and observance of human sigiric
fundamental freedoms,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the atpd report of the SecretaBenera
prepared in accordance with General Assembly riéeald6/124 of 17 December 1991,

2. Reaffirms the importance of developimgaccordance witmational legislatior
effective national institutions for the promotiondaprotection ofhuman rights and
ensuring the pluralism of their membership andrtimelependence;

3. Encourages Member States to estabtisWitere they alreadgxist, to strengthe
national institutions for the promotion and proteetof human rights ahto incorporat
those elements in national development plans;

4. Encourages national institutions fa gromotion and protectioof human right
established by Member States to prevent and combatiolations of human rights
enumerated in the Vienna Declaration &rdgramme of Action and relevant internatic
instruments;

5. Requests the Centre for Human RighthefSecretariat toontinue its efforts 1
enhance cooperation between the United Nationsnatidnal institutios, particularly i
the field of advisory services ardchnical assistance and of information and edoic,
including within theframework of the World Public Information Campaifpr Humar
Rights;

6. Also requests the Centre for Human Rigb establish, upon threquest of Stat
concerned, United Nations centres for human rigbtsumentation and training and to
so on the basis of established procedtoethe use of available resources within the Wi
Nations Voluntary Fur for Advisory Services and Technical Assistance in the Fud
Human Rights;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to nesfevourably to requestsom Membe
States for assistance in the establishment andgstrening ofnational institutions for tf



promotion and protection of human rights as pathe programme of advisory services
technical cooperation in the fielsf human rights, as well as national centres fandm
rights documentation and training;

8. Encourages all Member States to takeompiate steps to promotiee exchange
information and experience concerning the estaflésit andeffective operation of su
national institutions;

9. Affirms the role of national institutis as agencies for the disseminatibmumar
rights materials and for other public informatiactivities, prepared or organized undet
auspices of the United Nations;

10. Welcomes the organization under th@iaas of the Centre fdluman Rights of
follow-up meeting at Tunis in December 1993 withiew, in particular, to examining wa
and means of promoting technical assistancetlier cooperation and strengthening
national institutions and to continuirtg examine all issues relating to the questio
national institutions;

11. Welcomes also the Principles relatmthe status of nationaistitutions, annexe
to the present resolution;

12. Encourages the establishment and shrenigpg of nationalnstitutions havin
regard to those principles and recognizing thas itheright of each State to choose
framework that is best suited to its particulardseat the national level;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to répahe General Assembbt its fiftietr
session on the implementation of the present réealu

ANNEX

Principles relating to the status of national titbns

Competence and respornsds|

1. A national institution shall be vested witbhngpetence to promote ampdotect huma
rights.

2. A national institution shall be given as litaa mandate as possibighich shall b
clearly set forth in a constitutional or legisla&ivext, specifying its composition and
sphere of competence.

3. A national institution shall, inter alia, leathe following responsibilities:

(@) To submit to the Government, Parliamami any other competehbdy, on a
advisory basis either at the request of the authsrconcerned or thugh the exercise of
power to hear a matter without higher refermginions, recommendations, proposals
reports on any matters concerning gm®motion and protection of human rights;
national institution may decide to publicize thethese opinions, recommendatiol
proposals and reports, a&ll as any prerogative of the national institutishall relate t
the following areas:



()  Any legislative or administrative prewns, as well asrpvisions relating t
judicial organizaons, intended t@reserve and extend the protection of human righ
that connection, the national institution shall reka@e the legislatiorand administrativ
provisions in force, as well as bills aptbposals, and shall make such recommendatic
it deems appropriate in order to ensure that tipeseisions conform tdhe fundament
principles of human rights; it shall, ihecessary, recommend the adoption of
legislation, theamendment of legislation in force and the adoptiwnamendment
administrative measures;

(i)  Any situation of violation of human h¢s which it decides to take up;

(i)  The preparation of reports on the na#ibsituation with regartb human rights i
general, and on more specific matters;

(iv)  Drawing the attention of the Governmémtsituations in any padf the countr
where human rights are violated and makpngposals to it for initiatives to put an ent
such situations and, where necessary, expressingpamon on the positions and
reactions of the Government;

(b) To promote and ensure the harmonizationational legislatiomegulations an
practices with the international human rights umstents towvhich the State is a party, ¢
their effective implementation;

(c) To encourage ratification of the abaventioned instruments accession to tho
instruments, and to ensure their implementation;

(d) To contribute to the reports which 8saaire required to submit to United Mat
bodies and committees, and to regional institutipnssuant to their treaty obligations &
where necessary, to express apinion on the subject, with due respect for f
independence;

(e) To cooperate with the United Nationsl @my other organization ithe Unitec
Nations system, the regional institutions and tagona institutions of other countries tt
are competent in the areas of the promotion anggtion of human rights;

(f) To assist in the formulation of prognawes for the teaching ond research int
human rights and to take part in their executiorsgéhools, universities and professic
circles;

() To publicize human rights and effordscombat all forms ofliscrimination, i
particular racial discrimination, by increasing pabawareness, especially throt
information and education and by making use opedks organs.

Composition and guarantees of indepeceland pluralism

1. The composition of the national institutiondathe appointment of itemembers
whether by means of an election or otherwise, ghalkstablished iaccordance with
procedure which affords all necessary guaranteesgorehe pluralist representation of
social forces (of civilian societyhivolved in the promotion and protection of humaghts



particularly by powers which will enable effectigeoperation to be established with, or
through the presence of, representatives of:

(&) Non-governmental organizations resgdador human rights anefforts to combe
racial discrimination, trade unions, concerned aoeand professional organizations,
example, associations of lawyers, doctors, joustnd eminent scientists;

(b) Trends in philosophical or religioustight;
(c) Universities and qualified experts;
(d) Parliament;

(e) Government departments (if these awuded, theirrepresentatives shot
participate in the deliberations only in an adwscapacity).

2. The national institution shall have an infrasture which is suited tthe smoot
conduct of its activities, in particular adequatading. Theurpose of this funding shot
be to enable it to have its own staff apcemises, in order to be independent of
Government and not be subject to financial comtukch might affect its independence.

3. In order to ensure a stable mandate for thenlbers of the nationaistitution, withou
which there can be no real independence, theiriapipent shall be efféed by an officie
act which shall establish thepecific duration of the mandate. This mandate e
renewable, provided that the pluralism of the togtn's membership is ensured.

Methods of operation

Within the framework of its operation, thdioaal institution shall:

(@) Freely consider any questions fallinghim its competencewhether they ai
submitted by the Government or taken up by it witireferral to a higher authority, on -
proposal of its members or of any petitioner;

(b) Hear any person and obtain any inforomaaind any documentsecessary fi
assessing situations falling within its competence;

(c) Address public opinion directly or thgh any press organagicularly in order t
publicize its opinions and recommendations;

(d) Meet on a regular basis and wheneveessary in the presence of
all its members after they have been duly convened;

(e) Establish working groups from amongiismbers as necessary, a&etl up local ¢
regional sections to assist it in dischargingutsctions;

() Maintain consultation with the otherdmes, whethejurisdictional or otherwis
responsible for the promotion and protection of hannichts (in particular ombudsme
mediators and similar institutions);



(@) In view of the fundamental role playeg the non-governmentalrganizations i
expanding the work of the national institutions,velep relations with the non-
governmental organizations devoted to promoting@otecting human rights, to econol
and social development, to combatiragism, to protecting particularly vulnerable grs
(especially childrenmigrant workers, refugees, physically and mentdlsabled person
or to specialized areas.

Additional principles concerning the status of cosions
with quasi-jurisdictional competence

A national institution may be authorized #®ahand consider complairdsd petition
concerning individual situations. Cases may beughd beforeit by individuals, thel
representatives, third parties, non-governmeortganizations, associations of trade un
or any other representatiweganizations. In such circumstances, and witlpoejudice t
the principles stated above concerning the otherep® of the commissions, the functions
entrusted to them may be based on the followingcipies:

(a) Seeking an amicable settlement thraxggtciliation or, within thdimits prescribe
by the law, through binding decisions or, whereassary, on the basis of confidentiality;

(b) Informing the party who filed the paiit of his rights, inparticular the remedi
available to him, and promoting his access to them,;

(c) Hearing any complaints or petitionst@nsmitting them to angther compete
authority within the limits prescribed by the law;

(d) Making recommendations to the competanhorities, especially bgroposing
amendments or reforms of the laws, regulations adrdinistrativepractices, especially
they have created the difficulties encounteredhgpersons filing the petitions in order
assert their rights.



